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Hertfordshire, in 1680, and as they walked and rode
about they contrived alterations. The house* had only
lately been built,, and no doubt Evelyn's advice was
taken, It was at a later date that the garden was laid
out anew by Kent, who began to destroy formality
and introduce rather ruthlessly the landscape ideas.
After describing the house,, Evelyn shows his critical
faculty and his technical knowledge of soils and
aspects;
"No man has been more industrious than this noble
lord in planting about his seat, adorned with walks,
ponds, and other rural elegancies; but the soil
is stony churlish and uneven, nor is the water near
enough to the house, though a very swift and clear
stream runs within a flight-shot from it in the valley,
which may fitly be called Coldbrook, it being indeed
excessive cold, yet producing fair trouts. It is a pity
the house was not situated to more advantage . . .
the land about it is exceedingly addicted to wood but
the coldness of the place hinders the growth/'
His description of Swallowfield, where he stays on
the invitation of Lady Clarendon, is one of the best
because it seemed to contain all that charmed him
most;
"my lady being so extraordinarily skilled in the
flowery part and my lord in diligence of planting;
so that I have hardly seen a seat which shows more
tokens of it than what is to be found here, not
only in the delicious and rarest fruits of a garden,
but in those innumerable timber trees in the ground
*Pulled down in 1800 for a Gothic mansion erected by James Wyatt.
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